
 
 
 

Media Release #3 – En Bloc, or Building Must Die 
Cities Change. People die. Everything you know goes away.  
 
 

The Substation presents mini-festival 
 

En Bloc, or Buildings Must Die 
  
Singapore, 2 August 2018 — From Tuesday 21 August to Sunday 23 September, The Substation is 
presenting a mini-festival titled En Bloc, or Buildings Must Die. It comprises an art exhibition, a series 
of co-presentations with the Singapore Heritage Society, and the launch of our new SAD events. 
 
When Alan Oei was appointed as artistic director in 2015, he wanted The Substation to return to its roots 
as a public, civic space for the arts to contribute to cultural and social issues. Since then, The 
Substation’s programming has been grounded in a commitment to this vision. 
 
In January 2018, The Substation invited Dr. Chua Ai Lin, executive director of the Singapore Heritage 
Society (SHS), to be lead resident, and is now collaborating with her and SHS on a series of 
programmes to frame conservation as part of a larger, complex conversation about heritage.  
 
Chua says, “we are on the brink of losing the major modernist landmarks that marked the transformation 
of the city during our nation-building years. We need to ask critical questions: does Singapore's 
modernity have a past? Have our modern buildings survived long enough to qualify as 'heritage' sites? 
Through this collaboration with The Substation, the Singapore Heritage Society hopes that a deeper 
consideration of these issues and the policies relating to them will make an impact on the future of our 
cityscape.” 
 
Oei says, “the title of the festival is derived from a book called ‘Buildings Must Die’, by Jane M. Jacobs 
and Stephen Cairns. It points out how the average lifespan of buildings is actually much shorter than 
humans. This means that our landscape is constantly shifting, and the loss of cultural markers impacts 
both our individual and national identities. We want to be able to explore these issues in a more 
meaningful way. Conservation shouldn’t only be about historical or architectural value, but about the 
impact it has on communities and continuity for a sense of self.”  
 
Some of Singapore’s most famous architects like William S.W. Lim and Tan Cheng Siong will be 
contributing their works and thoughts through the exhibitions and talks. 
 
The festival will also mark the launch of SAD, a new signature programme that will become a mainstay 
of The Substation’s identity as a space for experimental art. Oei says, “I’m very excited about SAD. It’s 
our own after-dark event that will be a madhouse of art, ideas, and performances colliding in one space. 
For our first event in September, which coincides with the Hungry Ghost Festival, Post-Museum is 
constructing a VR Chinese opera stage. During SAD, this stage is activated as an auction and 
performance space while audiences sit at tables drinking, talking and playing games. It harks back to the 
days of open theatre or forums in public squares; people would even heckle the performers.” 
 
  



 
Summary of En Bloc, or Buildings Must Die  
 

Name Type of Event Date Time Ticketing 

En Bloc, or Buildings 
Must Die launch 

Opening  Tuesday 21 August 6pm to 10pm N/A 

Deathsong Art Exhibition Tuesday 21 August to 
Sunday 23 September 
Closed Mondays and 
Tuesdays 

12pm to 8pm 
 
 

Free 
 
 
 

Too Young to Die: Giving 
New Lease of Life to 
Singapore’s Modernist 
Icons 

Exhibit Tuesday 21 August to 
Sunday 23 September 
Closed Mondays and 
Tuesdays 

12pm to 8pm 
  

Free 

SAD: Going, Going, 
Gone... ??? 
 

New after-dark 
programme 

Saturday 1 & Saturday 
15 September 

6pm to 
midnight 

$15/$25 with 2 
free drinks. 
Tickets at 
subafterdark. 
peatix.com 

Time is Up?  A Panel on 
En Bloc and Singapore’s 
Modernist Icons  

Panel 
discussion 

Saturday 8 September  4.30–6.30PM Free 

A Complex Mission Self-guided 
Tours to 
People’s Park 
& Golden Mile 
Complex 

21 Aug–23 Sep 
 
 
 

N/A Free 

Revaluing The Pearl: A 
Workshop on the 
Architectural Inside Story 
of Pearl Bank Apartments 

Workshop TBA TBA TBA 

 
 
  



 
ART EXHIBITION 
Deathsong  
21 Aug–23 Sep, 12–8PM 
Closed on Mondays & Tuesdays  
Gallery & Theatre 
Free entry 
 
Deathsong is an elegy for our landscape. The city is a ceaseless grid of lines, roads, and arteries for the 
virtuous circulation of labour and goods. Concrete and sand extend the city as horizontal grids with no 
space for nature, or even the dead. Four artists present alternative visions for place; they are not only 
songs for death and despair, but also songs of resistance, songs of hope.  
 
Participating artists include Post-Museum, Min-Wei Ting and Hayati Mokhtar. 
 
EXHIBIT 
Too Young to Die: Giving New Lease of Life to Singapore’s Modernist Icons 
21 Aug–23 Sep, 12–8PM 
Closed on Mondays & Tuesdays  
Random Room 
Free entry 
 
Co-presented with Dr. Chua Ai Lin & the Singapore Heritage Society 
 
The Singapore cityscape is at a turning point—the icons of pioneering modern architecture may soon be 
demolished as a result of en bloc redevelopment.  
 
This exhibition functions as a three-dimensional position paper that breaks down the complexity of 
forces at play, which will determine the fate and future of our modernist buildings. 
 
Too Young to Die features photographs by Jeremy San, Philipp Aldrup, and Finbarr Fallon. There are 
also screenings of excerpts from the documentary City Lights (2006), focusing on Singapore's 
architectural history through the eyes of founding architects William S.W. Lim (Golden Mile Complex), 
Tan Cheng Siong (Pearl Bank Apartments), a reading corner and more. 
 
PANEL DISCUSSION 
Time is Up?  A Panel on En Bloc and Singapore’s Modernist Icons   
8 Sep, 4.30–6.30PM 
Theatre 
Free entry 
 
Co-presented with Dr. Chua Ai Lin & the Singapore Heritage Society 
 
Time is Up? tackles issues surrounding the topic of conservation in Singapore from the perspectives of 
different field specialists. Panel speakers include:  
 
Speakers:  
Assoc Prof. Daniel Goh (Sociologist) 
Ho Weng Hin (Conservation Specialist) 
Dr. Malone-Lee Lai Choo (Urban Planning Specialist) 
Adrian Tan (Real Estate Lawyer) 
 
Moderated by Dr. Jack Tsen-Ta Lee, President of the Singapore Heritage Society. 
 



 
SELF-GUIDED TOURS 
A Complex Mission 
21 Aug–23 Sep 
People’s Park & Golden Mile Complexes 
Free 
 
Members of the public are invited to go on self-guided explorations of the iconic People’s Park and 
Golden Mile Complexes to experience the unembellished spaces as they are. Downloadable guides, or 
Quest Cards, are provided to prompt visitors to discover these seemingly old spaces in new ways. 
Quest Cards are available at citieschange.org from 21 August onwards. 
 
WORKSHOP 
Revaluing The Pearl: A Workshop on the Architectural Inside Story of Pearl Bank Apartments 
Details to be announced soon 
 
In this workshop, architect Jonathan Poh addresses some key reasons why Pearl Bank Apartments is so 
iconic, and why its design is still so impressive 40 years later.  
 
SAD 
Going, Going, Gone…??? 
1 & 15 September, 6PM–12AM 
The Substation 
$15/$25 with 2 free drinks. Available at subafterdark.peatix.com 
 
Going, Going, Gone…??? is the title of the first SAD, our new after-dark programme. Taking place from 
6pm to midnight, it brings together art, ideas and performances.  
 
Going, Going, Gone…??? kicks off with a panel discussion: 
 
On 1 September, the panel features some of Singapore’s landscape luminaries, William S.W. Lim, Tan 
Cheng Siong, and Daniel Teo. The topic of their discussion is ‘Never Say Die!’ Each panelist will share 
their personal reminiscences about their iconic projects and their hopes for the future.  
 
On 15 September, the panel focuses on various aspects of Singapore’s intangible cultural heritage and 
practices from CMIO perspectives. Panelists include Fauzy Ismail and Kevin Martens Wong.  
 
After the panel discussions, the night will unfold into a slew of performances including renditions of 
National Day songs, a performed reading of Boey Kim Cheng’s ‘Change Alley’, getai singers, and even a 
nostalgic auction—all set against the backdrop of a Chinese opera stage. 
 
More Information and Images 
 

● For more information, visit citieschange.sg  
● Images can be found here 
● #citieschangepeopledie #entheblock 

 
  



 
For media enquiries, please contact: 
 
Samantha Segar 
General Manager 
+65 6337 7535 
 
samantha@substation.org 
 
About The Substation 
 
The Substation is Singapore’s first independent contemporary arts centre. Established in 1990 by the 
late Kuo Pao Kun, it is known for its pioneering and experimental arts programming. Over the years, The 
Substation has worked with some of Singapore’s most critically acclaimed artists, writers and 
intellectuals including Alvin Tan, Goh Boon Teck, Amanda Heng, Lee Wen and Kok Heng Leun. The 
Substation is a recipient of the National Arts Council’s Major Grant from April 2017–March 2020. 
www.substation.org 
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